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Mikel Donahue  
Mixed Media Demonstration - October 28, 2013 

Artist Mikel Donahue of Broken Arrow is best known for his impeccable 

depictions of cowboy life. His colored pencil drawings and paintings portray 

ranchers and their livestock during the day-to-day ritual of sun-up to sun-down 

work on the ranch. What may seem as mundane chores are captured and 

translated through his artistry into moments of meaning and reflection. 

Southwest Art magazine described his work, saying, "A pensive, 

almost dream-like sheen emanates from most of Donahue's 

canvases, a result of both his informed approach toward his 

subject matter and his technical proficiency." A past career in 

commercial design helped Donahue perfect his sense of 

composition and understanding of the principles of design and 

form. His knowledge of the subject matter is aided by time spent 

on ranches and numerous sketches and field notes to remind 

him of certain moments. 

Donahue was born and raised in Tulsa. He was taught about life on the ranch by his paternal 

grandfather who raised cattle in north central Oklahoma. Donahue's maternal grandfather exposed him 

to western art at an early age with memorable trips to Tulsa's Gilcrease Museum and the (then) 

National Cowboy Hall of Fame in Oklahoma City. Fascinated both by life on the ranch and the iconic art 

of Charles Russell, Frederic Remington, and others, as an adult, Donahue has become a perfect 

amalgam of his influences. He and his wife, Christie, breed quarter horses on their place outside 

Broken Arrow and he's had an award-winning career in the arts. 

Donahue is the 2011 recipient of the Academy of Western 

Artists' "Will Rogers 

Award" for Artist of the 

Year. In 2010 he was 

a w a r d e d  t h e 

prestigious "Premier 

Platinum Award" and 

the "William E. Weiss 

Purchase Award" at 

the Buffalo Bill Art 

Show and Sale. He has 

shown work in the Prix de West at the National Cowboy & 

Western Heritage Museum and he has work in many private 

collections and museums. In 2009 he won the "Artists' Choice 

Award" at the Buffalo Bill Art Show; and, that same year he was 

the featured artist at the Americas Horse in Art Show and Sale 

(Continued on page 3) 
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 President’s Letter 

ST I L LW AT ER  AR T  G UI L D NE W SL ET TE R  

We had great attendance at our first meeting for our 50th anniversary year! There were 56 present, 

with several joining for the first time. I want to thank Jason Wallace for the beautiful poster that he 

designed to announce the meeting all over town. Since I have switched to using 

president@stillwaterartguild.org for SAG emails, I was also able to embed the poster in an email and 

send it to SAG Friends as an invitation, which resulted in at least one new member!  

I also want to thank Deanna Valley for editing the article about Mikel 

Donahue. Since we don’t actually have someone who has volunteered 

to put the newsletter together, I have been doing it, so I truly 

appreciate her help.  

Thank you also to Vanessa Pettit for the  great door prizes given out, 

and to Steve and Veta Batten for taking care of our guest artist, Ed 

Hoag, for the week and for paying for his plane ticket. 
 

See you on the 28th! 

~ Roxanne 

Accolades 

Donna Branson is in two invited exhibitions, 1st, the Wild Fork Restaurant in Utica Square, Tulsa, features 19 

of her oil and pastel paintings, they will be on display until Oct 20; 2nd, at the Adelante Gallery, on Paseo, 

in Oklahoma City, Donna is part of a 4-person pastel show, with 13 of her pastel paintings displayed 

through Oct 26.  She will be demonstrating at the Adelante Gallery Sat, Oct 12. 

Donna also has one pastel painting, Lydie's Cottage, accepted into the juried national Pastel Society of New 

Mexico's 22nd Annual Exhibition in Albuquerque, NM, Nov 1-24.  She has another pastel painting, Iris 

Magic, accepted into the Pastel Society of the Southwest's 32nd national juried exhbition, Grapevine, TX, 

Nov 4-20.  

Jude Tolar has had a busy month. She taught a sold-out two-day workshop on soft pastels at Multi Arts 

Center. She has work in two shows:  a solo show at Good Little Eater, 106 1/2 W. 10th, Stillwater, through 

the fall, and a group invitational show "FourSight" (which also features Donna Branson) at Adelante Gallery, 

3003 Paseo, OKC through Oct. 26. Also, she and Donna Branson each have a pastel painting accepted into 

the Pastel Society of New Mexico's national juried show Nov. 2–24. 

Lewis Moses won 1st place at the Payne County Fair and Honorable Mention in the Ponca City Arts Festival. 

All Demonstrations 

held the  

4th Monday  

7:00 pm 

Sheerar Auditorium 

7th & Duncan Street 
 

There is an access ramp 

on the west side 

of the building. 

Payne County Fair Winners 

Left to Right: 

Mona Wells 

Deanna Valley 

Helen Dai 

Katomi Furusawa 

Lewis Moses 

mailto:president@stillwaterartguild.org
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Stillwater Art Guild Board Members 2013-2014   

President/Newsletters: Roxanne Parrow president@stillwaterartguild.org 405-707-0447 

Vice President: Rose Ann Red roseannred56@gmail.com 405-743-0389 

Secretary: Sue Baker jim_suebaker@suddenlink.net 405-372-7254 

Treasurer Steve & Veta Batten  svbatten@aol.com 405-334-3511 

Displays Around Town: Steve Batten  svbatten@aol.com 405-334-3511 

Hospitality/Shows: Vanessa Pettit vipettit@aol.com 580-829-1990 

Membership: Tim Parrow thparrow@yahoo.com 405-707-0447 

Programs/Webmaster: Jason Wallace jason@jwallacephoto.com 405-880-1488 

Publicity: Jeanette Johnson jeanieangel1202@yahoo.com 405-372-6241 

Workshops: Mary Ann Wade   580-455-2526 

Bring a guest 

Receive a gift! 

Mikel Donahue - Mixed Media Demonstration 

at the American Quarter Horse Museum in Amarillo, TX. He 

has been featured in Art of the West, American Art 

Collector, Southwest Art, Western Horseman, American 

Cowboy, America's Horse, and The American Quarter Horse 

Racing Journal magazines. 

Donahue is currently represented by Trailside Galleries, 

Altermann Galleries, and Settlers West Galleries. He has 

donated works to benefit the fundraising efforts of many 

organizations, including the American Quarter Horse 

Association and the WRCA Crisis Fund. 

For more information about Mikel or to see more 

of his art, please visit his website at: 

http://mikeldonahue.com/  

(Continued from page 1) 

The National Cowboy Museum is having Wide-Open Wednesdays with free admission on 
Wednesdays through November 13th. If you have never visited the museum, now is a great time 

to do so. http://www.nationalcowboymuseum.org/announcements/announcement.aspx?ID=562 

Check out their events calendar here: http://www.nationalcowboymuseum.org/events/calendar.aspx 

http://mikeldonahue.com/
http://www.nationalcowboymuseum.org/announcements/announcement.aspx?ID=562
http://www.nationalcowboymuseum.org/events/calendar.aspx


http://stillwaterartguild.org/ 

Roxanne Parrow, President    3403 N. Diamond Valley     Stillwater, OK 74075     405-707-0447 

Displays Around Town  

If you would like to display your art at these local businesses contact Steve Batten:  

Business Address October November 

BancFirst 808 S. Main Lewis Moses  

Stillwater Public Library 12th & Duck   

Stillwater National Bank 6th & Main Lewis Moses  

SNB Drive Thru 308 S. Main Dale Roark  

Doctors’ Lounge Stillwater Medical Center Jim Baker  

Are you a member of the Stillwater Art Guild? Then you can display your art at any or all of the 

six locations around Stillwater listed in the chart at the top of this page! At some of the businesses 

only one piece of art is needed; at others you can display six or more. For details about Displays 

Around Town, see your Stillwater Art Guild Directory or contact: 

Steve Batten: svbatten@aol.com or 405-334-3511. 

You can also sign up to display your art around town during our monthly SAG meetings. Just 

watch for the red notebook being passed around!   

 

If you are interested in displaying art at: 

 University & Community Federal Credit Union on McElroy contact Jeremy Daggs: 405-743-3328 

or Jeremy@cuintouch.com 

 the Seretean Center at OSU during their Allied Arts Events, please call Brandon: 405-744-7332 

 

Door Prizes  
VIP Oilfield Services, LLC will be donating DOOR PRIZES 

to be given away at the October demo.  

You don’t have to be a member to win,  

but  

YOU MUST BE PRESENT TO WIN!  

http://stillwaterartguild.org/
mailto:Jeremy@cuintouch.com

