
The work of Ron Fleming shares the beauty of 

nature in theme and material, using the wood vessel 

as a means of exploring form, gesture, texture and 

color. "The beauty and potential of wood has always 

intrigued me. It is fairly easily manipulated and its 

pattern and grain are always unique and different," 

Ron says. "Working in wood is formidable," Fleming 

continues. "It is a warmth and aliveness that I can 

communicate with and through. While working, the 

wood guides me through each curve and depth. It 

tells me it's name and before I am finished, it has let 

me touch its soul. It is a terrifying pleasure to work in wood. From the mind 

to the hand to the form - it is a highly personal experience, because it is 

about the passion I can convey. My process takes a long time and 

requires a great deal of work, but it is ultimately very rewarding."  

Fleming's career in the arts began early, studying illustration and painting 

at eight years of age and completing his first commercial work at thirteen. 

He grew up watching and assisting his father and grandfather work in 

wood. "I have fond memories of working in my 

grandfather's shop, and he always encouraged my 

desire to become an artist and understand creative 

and technical processes."   (continued on page 3) 

Art Guild Meetings 

4th Mondays 7:00 pm 

Sheerar Center 

There is an access 

ramp on the west side. 

 

All Demonstrations held 

the 4th Monday 7:00 pm 

Sheerar Auditorium 

7th & Duncan Street 

 

SAG Board meetings 

First Mondays 7:00 pm 

Sheerar Center 

April 2013 

Ron Fleming 
Wood Carving Demonstration - April 22, 2013 
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Stillwater Art Guild Board Members 2012-2013 

President: Roxanne Parrow thparrow@yahoo.com 405-707-0447 

Vice President: Rose Ann Red roseannred56@gmail.com 405-743-0389 

Secretary: Sue Baker jim_suebaker@suddenlink.net 405-372-7254 

Treasurer: Steve & Veta Batten  svbatten@aol.com 405-743-1231 

Newsletter: Roxanne Parrow thparrow@yahoo.com 405-707-0447 

Hospitality: Vanessa Pettit vipettit@aol.com 580-829-1990 

Programs: Jason Wallace jason@jwallacephoto.com 405-880-1488 

Webmaster: Jason Wallace jason@jwallacephoto.com 405-880-1488 

Shows: Donna Branson donna.branson@okstate.edu 405-624-0945 

Workshops: Mary Ann Wade   580-455-2526 

Publicity: Jeanette Johnson jeanieangel1202@yahoo.com 405-372-6241 

Membership: Tim Parrow thparrow@yahoo.com 405-707-0447 

Displays Around Town: Steve Batten svbatten@aol.com 405-334-3511 

Don’t forget that at our April meeting we will have a sale of donated art supplies. The proceeds will 

go to the Stillwater Art Guild to help offset extra expenses in preparation for celebrating the Guild’s 

5oth Anniversary next year. If you have any new or gently used art supplies, including art books or 

art DVDs that you would like to donate for our sale, please bring them to the meeting this month.  

The SAG Board is working on plans for our 50th Anniversary. We are finalizing plans for watercolor 

artist Ed Hoag of Las Vegas, Nevada, to be our first demo artist of the season. Ed was President of 

SAG for a brief time while he lived in Stillwater. We are also working on the details to bring Prix de 

West artists Sonya Terpening, Mikel Donahue, and Harold. T. Holden as guest artists, as well as 

having workshops with Ed Hoag and Sonya Terpening! We will give you more details as soon as we 

have them. 

We will also have our annual elections for Board Members at our April meeting. You can see the 

list of nominees at the bottom of this page. If you are interested in volunteering for any of the positions 

listed, please let me know so that we can add your name before the time of the election. 

VIP Oilfield Services, LLC will again be donating DOOR PRIZES to be given away at our April 

demo. More than one prize will be given away. You don’t have to be a member to win, but you MUST 

BE PRESENT TO WIN!  

See you on the 22th! 

~ Roxanne 

Hospitality Volunteers 
 

All Board Members 

Jude Tolar was awarded Signature Membership in the Pastel Society of America. Membership in PSA is 

juried, based on the merit of five submitted pastel paintings. Membership may be granted as Associate or 

Signature level. Of the 119 artists who applied, 34 were awarded Associate Membership and 26 were 

awarded Signature Membership status.  

Roxanne Parrow sold her photo, “Mama Bison” at the 2013 Stillwater Art Guild Spring Show. 

Accolades 
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(Ron Fleming - continued from page 1) Ron's career began as a professional illustrator and designer, 

with agents in New York and San Francisco, making it possible for him to remain in his home state of 

Oklahoma and work out of his home studio. As an illustrator, Fleming worked with an airbrush, using 

gauche and acrylics. He enjoyed his work, but his childhood interest in woodworking remained with 

him and he purchased his first lathe in 1974. He had no experience with the turning process and 

simply used it used it to hold blocks of wood as he carved them. "I had the idea that I wanted to 

create vessel forms with carved surfaces, but had no idea how to proceed," he recalls. In 1986, he 

was given the book The Art of Turned Wood Bowls, which featured the Edward Jacobson Collection. 

"The Jacobson book was the first time I saw woodturning as an art," Fleming recalls of seeing the 

works of leading artists including David Ellsworth and Mark Lindquist.  

His work in illustration led him to his voice working in wood. "I was painting an illustration of a rose 

and bud," he recalls. "As I was painting the bud it struck me that this form would make an interesting 

vase. My first feeble attempts were to flow the petals out and around the mouth of the vessel form. As 

time went on I started following the form down until I reached the bottom." 

Soon after, Fleming joined the American Association of Woodturners and began attending exhibitions 

organized by the Wood Turning Center, where he was able to see works by leading artists in person. 

"I was overwhelmed," Fleming recalls of the experience. "I could see that the community of 

woodturners was doing work that was out of this world." He was soon exhibiting alongside leading 

figures in the field of woodturning and becoming known for his turned and carved works. 

"Woodturning is a natural way for me to combine my capabilities as an artist and a craftsman," he 

says. "Every form gives me a way to express my feelings about the things I see around me and to 

share these visions with others. I never try to copy another artist or nature, but rather try to stylize 

what I see into my own creative viewpoint. I am always thinking of composition and balance in the 

process and can spend several months carving or painting a single piece." 

Fleming's previous career in illustration led him to merge wide-ranging influences, including carving 

approaches inspired by Old English, Greek and Roman works and painting. The chief inspiration 

however has always been the natural world, with most of his ideas inspired by seeing a particular 

plant, tree, bird or animal. These images are worked out in sketchbooks and transformed into stylized 

versions. From the thought process to the finished piece usually takes several weeks or even 

months." 

Today, Fleming works in an old incinerator on the outskirts of Tulsa, Oklahoma, that he converted 

into his home and studio. The historical building is surrounded by wooded areas, numerous flower 

gardens and has a creek running through it. "I am practically surrounded by a nature preserve," he 

says. "It is peaceful here and I have many gardens and sources of inspiration all around me. " 

The last decade has seen considerable growth in the artist's work. While he focused on the plant 

forms that could be found in his immediate environment for almost 

two decades, Fleming has begun to create works based on sea 

forms and cacti, forms that presented different sculptural and 

painterly approaches. Recent works have also included mythical 

figures, such as dragons - a throwback to childhood interests. 

"Whether it be the falling leaves of autumn swirling into a frozen 

form, or a single flower bud unfolding in spring, each piece gives me 

an opportunity to make a statement about the never-ending rituals 

of nature's evolution," the artist says of his work. 

More examples of Ron’s work can be found at his website: http://

www.hearthstonestudios.com/wood.html  

http://www.hearthstonestudios.com/wood.html
http://www.hearthstonestudios.com/wood.html


Stillwater Art Guild 
http://www.stillwaterartguild.org 
 
Roxanne Parrow, President 
3403 N. Diamond Valley 
Stillwater, OK 74075 

Displays Around Town  

If you would like to display your art at these local businesses contact Steve Batten:  

svbatten@aol.com  

Business Address April May & June 

BancFirst 808 S. Main Vanessa Pettit  

Bank N.A.  800 W. 6th Ave. Vanessa Pettit  

Stillwater National Bank 6th & Main Dale Roark  

SNB Drive Thru 308 S. Main Lewis Moses  

Doctors’ Lounge Stillwater Medical Center Lewis Moses  

Stillwater Public Library 12th & Duck Steve Batten  

Displays Around Town 

Are you a member of the Stillwater Art Guild? Then you can 

display your art at any or all of the six locations around 

Stillwater listed in the chart at the top of this page! At some of 

the businesses only one piece of art is needed; at others you 

can display six or more. For details about Displays Around 

Town, see your Stillwater Art Guild Directory or contact Steve 

Batten: svbatten@aol.com or 405-334-3511. You can also sign  

up to display your art around town during our monthly SAG 

meetings. Just watch for the red notebook being passed 

around!   

If you are interested in displaying art at University & Community Federal Credit Union on McElroy 

contact Jeremy Daggs at 405-743-3328 or Jeremy@cuintouch.com 

Vanessa Pettit 

Dale Roark 

Mary Ann Wade 

mailto:Jeremy@cuintouch.com

